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1. This intemational preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Prelimmary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. Hiis REPORT consists of a total of ^ sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accontipanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
whidi have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authorityr (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Admmistrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of ^ sheets. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, mventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and ej^lanations supporting such statement 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet)Cruly 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCTAJS02/38552 



1. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:"^ 
I I the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 1-12 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 



pages NONE ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages 13-15 , filed with the letter of 08 December 2004 (08.12.2004) 

the drawings: 

pages 1 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

the sequence listmg part of fbe description: 

pages NONE ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with flie letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in tibe 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language whidi is- 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or andno acid sequence disclosed in the international applicadon, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listiog: 

contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ 

filed together with the international ^plication in conq)uter readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this AuthoriQr in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to diis Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement fliat the subsequendy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

1^ The statem^ that the information recorded in conqmter readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 
has been furnished 

4. \^ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I the description, pages NONE 

I the clauns, Nos. NONE 

□ die drawmgs, sheets/fig NONE 

This rqport has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70,2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have beenfimdshed to the receiving Office in response to on invitation under Article 14 are retired to in 
^s report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments ^ules 70.16 and 70.17), 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a) (ii) Mith regard to noyelty^ inymtiye step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. STATEMENT 



Novelty (N) Claims 1^0 ^YES 

Claims NONE ^NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims 5-10 and 15-20 ^YES 

Claims l-4andlM4 ^NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) caaims 1:20 ^YES 

Claims NONE ^NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 



Claims 1-4 and 11-14 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over SHINSKEY in view of 
TRAGUTetal. 

SHINSKEY does not positively disclose a divided wall column that receives a feed comprising at least a first component, a second 
conqponent and a third component as claimed in claim 1; and the method th^eof as claimed in claim 11, but otherwise discloses all 
the features of the apparatus; and the me^d thereof as clauned. See columns 5 -12. However, said divided wall column for 
treatiqg a three-component feed is a known e]q)ediency in the art as shown at Fig. 1 of the TRAGUT et al reference. II would have 
been obvious to one of skiU in the art, at the time the Invention was made, to use a divided wall column in die manner as taught by 
TRAGUT et al in the apparatus and process or method of SHINSKEY inasmuch as TRAGUT et al suggests the altemativeness of 
one over the other.. See Figs. 2A-4D(non-divided column) and Fig. l(a divided colunm) for treatment of the same three- components 
feed. 

Claims 5-10 and 15-20 meet tibe criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art does not teach or &u*ly suggest 
the claimed apparatus and method. 

Claims 1-20 have industrial applicability under PCT Articles 33(4) because the subject matter claimed can be made or used 
in industry. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 
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